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Background - SGMA

• Passed in 2014, signed by then-Governor 
Jerry Brown

• Requires local agencies to form 
groundwater sustainability agencies 
(GSAs) for high- and medium-priority 
basins as ranked by the Department of 
Water Resources (DWR)

• Carpinteria Basin reprioritized as high-
priority basin in 2019

• Required to submit GSP
• Ultimate goal: achieve sustainable management 

in 20 years
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Past Method of GSA Fee Collection
Acreage-based

FY2023  FY2024 Acreage



FY2025  FY2026 : Estimated Extraction

Current Method of GSA Fee Collection
Estimated Extraction



FY2025  FY2026 : Estimated Extraction

Current Method of GSA Fee Collection
Estimated Extraction



Other Local Groundwater Agencies 
With Metering Programs



Ojai Basin GMA Fox Canyon GMA

Other Local Groundwater Agencies 
With Metering Programs



CGSA
Tentative 

Implementation 
Timeline

Presented December 
2024



Updated 
CGSA

Implementation 
Timeline

Currently Proposed

March 31, 2025

April 14, 2025

April 28, 2025

June TBD, 2025

July 1, 2025 – March 2026

March 2026

March & April 2026

March 9 months

First Listening Session

Second Listening Session

Third Listening Session



Questions & Topics for Policy Consideration
Covered over 3 listening sessions

• Policy and Implementation Timeline
• Well Registration Requirements
• Well Metering Requirements
• Well Status and Location
• Data Collection
• Exemptions
• Fees and Billing
• Non-Compliance & Enforcement



Policy Timeline
Proposed Questions

• When should a metering Policy be adopted?

• How long should property owners have to 
register wells and install meters once adopted?

• When a new well is drilled, how long do property 
owners have to register the well with the CGSA 
and fill out registration/flow meter forms to start 
the process of being added into the system?



Policy Timeline
Other Agencies (for context)

Fox Canyon – registration
• Existing wells: 1 month
• New wells: 30 days
Fox Canyon – meters
• Existing wells: 10 months
• New wells: 30 days

Ojai – registration
• Existing wells: 2 months
• New wells: 30 days
Ojai – meters 
• Existing wells: 8 months
• New wells: 60 days

• When should a metering Policy be adopted?

• How long should property owners have to 
register wells and install meters once adopted?

• When a new well is drilled, how long do property 
owners have to register the well with the CGSA 
and fill out registration/flow meter forms to start 
the process of being added into the system?

Ojai
• 1993

Fox Canyon
• 1987



Policy Timeline
Staff Suggestions

• When should a metering Policy be adopted?

• How long should property owners have to 
register wells and install meters once adopted?

• When a new well is drilled, how long do property 
owners have to register the well with the CGSA 
and fill out registration/flow meter forms to start 
the process of being added into the system?

End of Quarter 1 was initial goal. Suggest to have 3 listening sessions 
March/April and draft Policy in May for adoption by end of May or June.

If the end of May or June is achieved this would allow 9 or 10 months for 
property owners to register wells & install meters for existing wells.

Suggest giving 30 days from well construction completion (matches FCGMA 
requirement).



Well Registration Requirements 
Proposed Questions

• What are the requirements for well registration?



Well Registration Requirements 
Other Agencies (for context)

• What are the requirements for well registration?
Ojai



Well Registration Requirements 
Other Agencies (for context)

• What are the requirements for well registration?
Fox Canyon



Well Registration Requirements 
Staff Suggestions

• What are the requirements for well registration?

Required contact information:
Primary Site Contact Name
Business Name
Mailing Address
Phone #/Fax #
E-mail Address

Owner Name
Owner Mailing Address (if different from above)
Owner Phone #/Fax # (if different from above)
Owner E-mail Address (if different from above)

Suggest staff develop similar forms requesting similar information, including, but not 
limited to:

Require the following well information:
State Well Number
GPS Coordinates
Well location/address
Well status (at the time of registration)
Well depth
Casing diameter
Motor/Engine HP
Perforations
Date driled
Size of water meter
Manufacturer of water meter
Serial number of water meter
Last accuracy test date (?)
Electric meter number
Date Drilled
Parcel Number
Well water use type
Number of acres and crop types
Number of dwellings served



Well Metering Requirements 
Proposed Questions

• How many meters should be monitored by the CGSA 
at each well?

• Should private well meters require calibration and, if 
so, to what standard?



Well Metering Requirements 
Other Agencies (for context)

• How many meters should be monitored by the CGSA 
at each well?

• Should private well meters require accuracy testing 
and, if so, to what standard?

Ojai: 1 per well Fox Canyon: 1 per well 

Submeters permitted but not monitored.

Ojai: Yes - required accuracy ± 5%
Testing Frequency:  
• 1 1/2” and larger: Every 2 years
• ¾” and 1” extracting ≤  2 af (5-year average): 

Every 5 years 

Fox Canyon: Yes - required accuracy ± 5%
Testing Frequency:  
• Every 3 years



• How many meters should be monitored by the CGSA 
at each well?

• Should private well meters require accuracy testing 
and, if so, to what standard?

Well Metering Requirements 
Staff Suggestions

Suggest 1 meter per well billed to the APN of the parcel the well resides on. 

Submeters permitted but not monitored so well owners can internally share costs.

Suggest to require testing to ensure the accuracy of the data. Suggest to 
use ± 5% like other agencies and every 3 years like Fox Canyon. Suggest not to 
have different testing frequencies depending on different meter sizes to make 
enforcement more straight-forward.



• How can a well owner resolve an inaccurate meter?
• If meter can be calibrated or reconditioned such that accuracy is 

restored, then this would be acceptable if retesting shows that meter is 
within required accuracy range.

• If meter accuracy is not corrected or reported in a timely manner (30 or 60 
days proposed), then billing will revert to published crop acreage fee.

Well Metering Requirements 
Staff Suggestions



WELL METER 
SURVEY 

JANUARY 2025 
RESULTS

(71 wells)
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*72 data points because 1 well had two pumps, 2 pipes 
coming out, with 2 different brands of meters



WELL METER 
SURVEY 

JANUARY 2025 
RESULTS

(71 wells)

Precision Zenner
Water 

Specialties Badger

Bermad

Euromag Hersey

McCrometer

DLJ Meter

Master Meter

Siemetrics



Questions/ Comments?

Well Registration and Metering Policy


